
January 9, 2019 

Dear District 14 Selection Committee,  

 I know what it’s like to be the parent of a difficult child. I know what it’s like to receive phone 
calls from the school saying, “You need to come pick her up. She’s suspended again.” “She hit another 
child.” “She hit a teacher.” I know what it’s like to have to carry my daughter from a store while she 
turns red and screams, and to see people looking at you wondering what is wrong with this girl who is 
clearly too old to be acting this way. You feel angry at them because they don’t know what she’s been 
through, and they don’t know what she’s dealing with. They just see a girl who can’t behave in public.  

 I know what it’s like to dread IEP meetings and conferences, because you know what you will 
hear. You know you’ll have to sit there while her providers go around the table and tell you about how 
hard she is to manage, how she runs away during class, how she will never learn to read if she can’t 
focus. You sit there close to tears and wonder why they can’t see the wonderful girl you see at home.   

 I know what it’s like to have a difficult child. Thanks to Mapleton Public Schools, though, I also 
know what it’s like to be the parent of a child who is finally starting to succeed. This year we put her in 
1st grade at Explore Elementary in Mapleton, and things couldn’t be more different. The administrators 
and teachers know how to deal with a child who has experienced trauma. They know how to make her 
feel safe and loved at school, and what structures and supports my child needs in order to finally begin 
to learn what a first grader should know. To them, she isn’t difficult or defiant. She is the same 
wonderful, kind, curious, intelligent, silly girl I see.  Thanks to her teacher and administrators and staff at 
Explore, she hasn’t been suspended once this year. In fact, she isn’t even on a behavior plan anymore. 
After 4 months, they said she didn’t need it.  

 Thanks to the administrators and staff at Explore, I know what it’s like to have a daughter who 
loves school, who comes home and tells me all about the magnificent things they’re making, and about 
how owls are nocturnal. I am now cautiously optimistic when I visit the school for Student-Led 
Conferences or an IEP meeting. I know I will hear good things. The staff and administrators at Explore 
have never made me feel that they don’t like me or my child.  

 I know that there are good teachers at every school in every neighborhood, but when it’s your 
own child, you want to know that you’re entrusting her to people who love her and who will take good 
care of her. I feel comfortable having her in Mapleton Public Schools, with good programs like EL, and 
teachers who are trained in how to treat kids with trauma. Having a place where she feels loved and 
accepted and successful is more important to me than any test scores.  

I would like for every parent to feel about their child’s school the way I feel about Explore 
Elementary. I truly believe that the people in Mapleton understand how to work with the kids in our 
area, and how to reach them despite the challenges they might have. I also believe that they are the 
right people to bring that same experience to the kids and families in District 14. They know our kids, 
and they love our kids. I hope you will give them the chance to know and love yours as well.   

 

Sincerely, 

Mom of a child at Explore Elementary 


